
~ L P :  ) 2  1 4 - 8 2  I Z ~ - Z T &  
dR$ ?% 2 - 1" - 83 OMB No. 1024-0018 

Elp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service For NPS use only 

National Register of Historic Places recelved 

Inventory-Nomination Form date entered 

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

historic The Masonic Temple 

andlor common N/A 

2. Location 

Street & number 101-107  West Broad S t r ee t  U n o t  for publication 

city, town Richmond vicinity 01 

state Virginia code 51 county ( i n  c i t y )  code 760 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-district -public - occupied - agriculture - museum 
X X  building@) 2i.X private X x  unoccupied - commercial - park 
-structure -both - work in progress -educational - private residence 
-site Public Acquisit ion Accessible X X  entertainment - religious 
-object -in process - yes: restricted -government -scientific 

-being considered yes: unrestricted - industrial -transportation 
N /A - no -military -other: 

4. Owner of Property 
\ . ! . . .\ 

name Richmond Fo&ixlat i p d o f  the Arts  j'?? b a r l  :' . .. ., .-.-, . . 
.,\ 

? , ' /\.;! > - .j - . street & number 1 0 1  East Clay ,.-. i. .L.I .,-.-.. ,.' , 
//- 

city, town Richmond &LAvhni ty of ( c i t y )  state Virginia  . L 5 :, ,:-- 
1.- 

5 Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Richmond City Hall  

street & number 900 East Broad S t r e e t  - 
city, town Richmond state Virginia 23219 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Downtown Richmond Survey has this property been delermined eligible? -yes XX. no 

date June 22, 1981 -federal - state -county local 

depositary for survey records Virginia  His to r ic  Landmarks Commission 

Richmond city, town state Virginia 23219 



- - - 

' 7. Description - 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent - deteriorated - unaltered original site 
x2L good - ruins XX altered - moved date Nib-. 
-fair -unexposed 

I Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY 

The Masonic Temple i s  located a t  a conspicuous i n t e r sec t i on  i n  a busy 
urban d i s t r i c t  of Richmond's West Broad S t r ee t .  The r i c h l y  rendered 
Romanesque-style , f ive-s tory  brick and brownstone mass i s  the v i sua l  f oca l  
point  of the  turn-of-the-century commercial a rea  which a l so  includes 
severa l  major department s to res  and thea t e r s ,  The facade of the temple 
i s  subdivided i n t o  th ree  t i e r s ,  indica t ing the  funct ional  arrangement 
wi th in .  The combination iron-and-wood s t r u c t u r a l  system i s  shown by colon- 
ne t t e s  which locate  the s t ruc tu ra l  bay. The s t a i r  tower on the  western 
s ide  of the  temple is  t r ea t ed  as a separa te  un i t  with d i f f e r en t  e levat ional  
treatment.  The window arrangement i s  d i r e c t l y  expressive of the spaces 
wi th in ,  the s i z e ,  shape and embellishment r e l a t i n g  t o  the  s igni f icance  . 
of the  rooms. The Grand Lodge Room and the  Banqueting Hall  have large  
arched windows; the o f f i c e s  have smaller windows with rectangular heads. 
The ex t e r io r  of the temple i s  exceptional ly wel l  preserved. The i n t e r i o r  
of the  building r e t a i n s  i t s  o r ig ina l  arrangement of spaces,  and the  volumes 
of these spaces have been unchanged. The rooms have been redecorated and 
no longer suggest t h e i r  o r ig ina l  appearance. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The Masonic Temple, the  f i n e s t  example of t h e  Richardson Romanesque-style 
i n  the  s t a t e ,  i s  r e l a t ed  t o  H.  H .  Richardson's department s t o r e  designs,  
which made use of large  arcades on the lower l eve l s  and smaller arcades on 
the upper f l oo r s .  This p a r t i  permitted display windows a t  ground leve l  
and o f f i ce s  o r  s torage above. The temple was erected a s  a mixed use 
s t ruc tu re  wi th  commercial, publ ic ,  and Masonic f a c i l i t i e s  a l l  accommodated 
i n  the  f a c i l i t y .  The ex t e r io r  design i s  ca re fu l ly  developed t o  express 
t h i s  funct ion,  a s  well  as  the s t r u c t u r a l  system. 

The f i r s t  f l o o r  housed a department s t o r e .  The second and t h i r d  f l oo r s  
held t h e  major public rooms, and the four th  and f i f t h  f l oo r s  Masonic Lodge 
meeting rooms. Each of the  bas ic  subdivisions of the  building were marked 
with s t r i n g  courses and by a varied e levat ional  treatment.  

. . The s t a i rwe l l  i s  e n t i r e l y  v e r t i c a l  i n  t reatment ,  thus expressing i t s  
function. The f i r s t  f l o o r  preserves large  display windows f o r  the  s t o r e ;  
the  major public  spaces have monumental arched windows and the  Masonic 
spaces have small arched windows. Newspaper a r t i c l e s  pointed out  t h a t  
the temple should be regarded as an arrangement of so l i d s  and voids ,  a 
remarkably abs t r ac t  conception fo r  the  popular press of the  1880s. 

I The s t r u c t u r a l  system was c l ea r ly  expressed a l so .  The s t r u c t u r a l  system 
of the temple i s  a combination of i ron columns, s t e e l  g i rde r s ,  and wooden 
f l oo r  j o i s t s .  The f i r s t  a l l - s t e e l  frame was erected i n  Chicago i n  1883-85; 

- 
(See Continuation Sheet No. 1) 



- 

8.. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic -conservation - law - science 
- 1500-1599 -agriculture -economics - literature -sculpture 
- 1600-1699 XX architecture -education -military social1 
- 1700-1799 - art -engineering - music humanitarian 
XX 1800-1899 - commerce - explorationisettlement - philosophy -theater 
- 1900- - communications -industry - politicslgovernment -transportation 

-invention . .  . . . -other (specify) 

Specific dates B u i l t  1888-1893 BuilderlArchitect Jackson C . Gott FAIA 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Richmond's Masonic Temple, des igned by Balt imore a r c h i t e c t  Jackson C .  
Gott  and e r e c t e d  i n  1888-1893, i s  V i r g i n i a ' s  l a r g e s t  and most impress ive  
example of t h e  American Romanesque. S o p h i s t i c a t e d ,  l o g i c a l  and p rog res s ive  
i n  des ign ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  w a s  regarded by i t s  contemporar ies  as one of t h e  
most "magnificent  er:arnples of modern a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t h e  S o u t h U ( l ) ,  and 
was publ i shed  i n  n a t i o n a l  magazines . The l a r g e s t  b u i l d i n g  e r e c t e d  by 
V i r g i n i a ' s  Masons in  t h e  1 9 t h  cen tu ry ,  t h e  massive t a s k  of funding,  
des ign ing  and b u i l d i n g  the , temple  occupied tlie Masons f o r  f o r t y  y e a r s :  

, -~ . 
Accommodating a department s t o r e  and c u l t u r a l  f a c i l i t i e s  as w e l l  a s  
Masonic meeting rooms, i t  was the  s i t e  of  many b a l l s ,  conce r t s ,  and 
banquets  dur ing  t h e  e i g h t y  y e a r s  i t  was used a s  a Masonic Temple; t h e  
most important  of  t h e s e  was a banquet h e l d  f o r  Theodore Roosevelt  i n  1905. 
Vacated by t h e  Masons i n  1971, t h e  temple was acqu i r ed  by t h e  Richmond 
Foundation f o r  t h e  A r t s  i n  1982 f o r  convers ion  t o  use  a s  an a r t  c e n t e r  
f o r  t h e  Richmond a r e a .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Grand Lodge o f  V i r g i n i a  f e l t  t h e  rLeed f o r  a Mi60rLic Temple i n  t h e  
1850s and e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  Masonic Temple Assoc i a t i on  i n  1858. Th i s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  began t o  acqu i r e  p roper ty  a n d . t o : r a i s e  funds  f o r  t he  f a c i l i t y  
immediately,  bu t  t h e  C i v i l  War and i t s  a s s o c i a t e d  d i s r u p t i o n s  made i t  
impossible  t o  e r e c t  a  temple a t  t h a t  t i n e .  . . . 

Following t h e  war ,  t h e  Assoc i a t i on  cont inued t o  r a i s e  funds and buy 
p r o p e r t y ,  b u t  d i d  no t  begin  s e r i o u s  e f f o r t s  t o  e r e c t  a  temple u n t i l  t he  
1880s. I n  1886,  t h e  Assoc i a t i on  acqui red  p r o p e r t y  a t  t h e  co rne r  of 
5 t h  and Main S t r e e t s ,  and h i r e d  an a r c h i t e c t  t o  develop p l ans .  These 
proved t o  be  too  expens ive ,  and i n  1888 t h e  Bui lding Committee of t h e  
Assoc i a t i on  a d v e r t i s e d  f o r  new des igns .  

The Committee s e l e c t e d  t h e  design of Jackson T. Gott  from among seventeen 
submiss ions .  Got t  (1828-1909): was a member of a prominent Maryland 
f a m i l y ,  and p r a c t i c e d  a r c h i t e c t u r e  from Bal t imore.  He was a Fellow of 
t h e  American I n s t i t u t e  of A r c h i t e c t s ,  and h i s  works were publ i shed  i n  
American A r c h i t e c t  and Bui ld ings  News and I n l a n d  A r c h i t e c t ,  one o f  t h e  
most progresziae .  j o u r n a l s  o f  t h e  day ( 2 ) .  

The s i t e  o f  t he  temple was  f i x e d  a t  t h e  co rne r  of Adams and Broad S t r e e t s ,  
j u s t  t o  t h e  west o f  Richmond's bus ines s  d i s t r i c t .  It: was c o r r e c t l y  
assumed t h a t  t he  temple l a y  i n  t he  p a t h  of t h e  expanding r e t a i l  a r e a ,  
and t h a t  t h e  temple would soon become t h e  c e n t e r  of a t h r i v i n g  urban d i s t r i c t  

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet  No. 3) 



9. 'Major Bibliographical References - 

C h r i s t i a n ,  W .  Asbury. Richmond:Her Pas t  and P re sen t .  Richmond: J .  L.  
J e n k i n s ,  1912. 

Enge lhard t ,  George W. Richmond, V i r g i n i a :  The C i t y  on t h e  James, 
Richmond: G .  W .  Engelhardt  , 1902-1903. 

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet  No. 4 )  

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property .30 

Quadrangle name Richmond Quadrangle scale 1 : 240 00 
U7 M References 

A 1218141 111101 L 4 i 1 1 5 1 8 1 0 1 5 1 0 1  
Zone Easting Northing 

U W I ~ ~ ~ ~ i i I  Zone Easting 
Northing 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and justif ication The temple e n t i r e l y  occupies  i t s  s i t e ,  1 2 6  ' 
x 1 0 2 ' ,  on t h e  southwest  co rne r  of the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Adams and Broad  street^ 
The boundar ies  have been drawn t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  l o t  on which i t  s t a n d s .  

Lis t  a l l  s tates and  count ies for propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N /A code county N /A code 

state N /A code county N /A code 

11. Form Pre~ared BY 

nameitit~e Robert P .  Winthrop 

organ~zation Robert  Winthrop A r c h i t e c t  date November 4 ,  1982 

street & number 4 1 7  North Boulevard telephone (804) 353-8828 
I 

city or town Richmond state V i r g i n i a  23220 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the State is: 

- national a. state iocai 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), i hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the atlonal Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by th&aional Park Sqrvice. - 

State Historic Preservation Otficer signature ~ & s a  
H. Bryan M i t c h e l l ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  1 

i '"Ie V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Corn- 
7 date DEC 1 4 1982 

I For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register . .  ,..>, . .. . . . , . , . , , . , . .  . .  . ., ., , .. . ,. 

I . . 

Attest: .. . 

Chief of Registration 
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thus the Masonic Temple's p a r t i a l  frame was comparatively advanced. The 
huge g i rde r s  which spanned the Grand Lodge Room were regarded as consider- 
able achievements by Richmonders a t  the time. 

A three-bay subdivision of the Broad S t ree t  facade expresses the s t ruc tu ra l  
bay. Attached colonnettes  indica te  the locat ion of the columns. These 
increase  i n  s i z e  a s  they r i s e .  The temple's p r o f i l e  expands, counteracting 
the  e f f e c t  of perspect ive.  This increases the v i sua l  mass of the building.  

The ex te r io r  wa l l s  of the temple a r e  b r i ck  and brownstone. The f i r s t  
f l oo r  of the Broad S t ree t  f ron t  i s  s tone;  the  use of s tone  diminishes as  
the s t ruc tu re  r i s e s .  Brownstone i s  used f o r  the major s t r i n g  courses.  

The sculpture  of the  temple was ca re fu l ly  considered and i s  subt ly  
designed. Leaves and decoration grow out of undressed stones, c rea t ing 
the impression of Romanesque ornament using an economy of means. This 
combination of h i s t o r i c  ornament and n a t u r a l i s t i c  expression i s  unusual 
and successful .  

The treatment of the entrance i s  d i f f e r en t  from the r e s t  of the s t ruc tu re .  
The stonework was r i c h l y  carved with emblems of the  Order, most notably 
columns surmounted by globes. These symbolically represent  Jachin and 
Boaz, the columns which flanked Solomon's Temple. These played an 
important p a r t  i n  Masonic r i t u a l  symbolism. 

The three-par t  subdivision of the Masonic Temple by three  arcaded t i e r s  
corresponds t o  the  temple i n  Jerusalem. It i s  not possible t o  know i f  
t h i s  re la t ionsh ip  was intended o r  coincidenta l .  The o r i g i n a l  entrance 
was on the west s i d e  of the  building because the Masonic rooms had to  
face the  ea s t .  

The f i r s t  f l o o r  of the  temple i s  a  s ing le  space, o r ig ina l l y  in te r rup ted  
only by the  ca s t - i ron  Romanesque columiis. The wood f l o o r  slopes t o  match 
ground l eve l  on Adams S t r ee t .  The most notable surviving fea tu res  of 
t h i s  room a r e  the pat terned wood ce i l i ng  and large  windows. The ce i l i ng  
was i n s t a l l e d  by Woodward & Lothrop i n  1890 and is  wel l  preserved. Many 
of the  windows have been closed. 

The o r ig ina l  se rv ice  a r e a  was t o  t h e  r e a r  of the  room, and the  f r e i g h t  
e levator  t o  the basement remains i n  p lace .  The major change i n  the room 
has been the  introduction of a  mezzanine on three  s ides  of the space. 
This i s  engaged with the columns on the  e a s t ,  but i s  suspended from the  
ce i l i ng  on the west. The wal ls  of the room have been covered wi th  
light-weight and flammable mater ia ls .  
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The pub l i c  and Masonic rooms of t h e  temple were e n t i r e l y  s e g a r a t e  from 
t h e  department s t o r e  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  They had t h e i r  own en t rance  
through the  Grand S t a i r  Ha l l .  This s t a i r  remains and has changed l i t t l e  
The Richmond Dispa tch  - i n  1888 descr ibed  the  s t a i r  a s  "spacious  and w e l l  
l i g h t e d , "  ascending i n  ' b i d e  and easy  f l i g h t s " .  It i s  me ta l  w i t h  smal l  
Romanesque columns suppor t ing  an oak h a n d r a i l .  The newels o r i g i n a l l y  
supported l i g h t  f i x t u r e s .  

I n  1918, a  v a u l t  was b u i l t  over t he  f i r s t  l and ing ,  t hus  des t roy ing  t h e  
spacious  f e e l i n g  in tended  by the  a r c h i t e c t .  The o t h e r  l and ings  remain 
unchanged. The e l e v a t o r  remains i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n ,  a l though  it 
formerly was e n t e r e d  through a  l a rge  opening. 

The major s u i t e  of pub l i c  rooms i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  second f l o o r  and c o n s i s t s  
of t h r e e  spaces :  t h e  Grand Foyer,  t h e  Grand Lodge Room, and t h e  o f f i c e s  
of t h e  Grand S e c r e t a r y .  This  was t h e  headquar te rs  of t h e  Grand Lodge of 
V i r g i n i a ,  a  lodge which inc luded  Masons o f  e l e v a t e d  rank.  The shape and 
p ropor t ion  of t h e s e  rooms have been p re se rved ,  bu t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  decora t ion  
has been changed. The s ta i r  h a l l  i s  s epa ra t ed  from t h e  foye r  by a sc reen  
of h igh ly  po l i shed  g r a n i t e  columns. 

The Grand Foyer extended the  wid th  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  and te rmina ted  i n  f l o o r  
t o  c e i l i n g  windows which opened onto a  balcony.  A p o r t i o n  of t h e  foyer  
was tu rned  i n t o  o f f i c e s  i n  1918, making t h e  room dark .  This  room was low 
and broad i n  conformity  w i t h  i t s  l o c a t i o n  under t h e  Grand Banqueting Ha l l  
on t h e  Chird f l o o r .  

A s u i t e  of t h r e e  o f f i c e s  and p a r l o r s  i s  l o c a t e d  between t h e  Foyer and 
Broad S t r e e t .  These accommodated the  Grand S e c r e t a r y ,  T r e a s u r e r ,  and 
Grand Master of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of the  Grand Lodge. These rooms were 
connected by s l i d i n g  doors  so t h a t  they  could  s e r v e  a s  r e c e p t i o n  rooms. 
These were t h e  p r i v a t e  r e c e p t i o n  rooms used by P r e s i d e n t  Roosevelt  i n  
1905. Acous t i ca l  c e i l i n g s  and plywood pane l ing  have been i n s t a l l e d  i n  
t h e s e  rooms. Simple b u t  unusua l ly  d e t a i l e d  f i r e p l a c e s  remain i n  t h e s e  
o f f i c e s .  

Opposite t h e  o f f i c e  en t r ance  i s  t h e  en t r ance  t o  t he  most impor tan t  room 
i n  t h e  temple ,  t h e  Grand Lodge Room. Ves t ibu le s  and an anteroom were 
common elements i n  Masonic r i t u a l .  They a r e  found i n  f r o n t  of most major 
rooms i n  t he  temple. The low Grand Foyer and the  dark and smal l  anteroom 
were in tended  t o  c o n t r a s t  d r ama t i ca l ly  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e  volume of t h e  Grand 
Lodge Room. The s t a i r  t o  t h e  balcony opens i n t o  t h e  anteroom. 

The Lodge Room i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  space i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  It  extends  t h e  f u l l  
depth  of t he  temple and i s  t h i r t y  f e e t  h igh .  It i s  f looded wi th  l i g h t  
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from s i x  l a r g e  a rched  windows. A l l  t h e  windows of t h i s  f l o o r  had wooden 
s h u t t e r s  f o r  sun c o n t r o l .  These have been removed. I n  s p i t e  of t h e  h igh  
c e i l i n g ,  t he  p r o p o r t i o n s  of t h e  room a r e  low. A balcony on t h e  west  s i d e  
of t h e  room i s  supported by c a s t  i r o n  columns and has a  f i n e  c a s t  i r o n  
r a i l i n g .  A l l  of  t h e  i n t e r i o r  f i n i s h e s  have been r ep l aced  w i t h  drywal l  
o r  a c o u s t i c a l  t i l e .  I n  t he  balcony t h e r e  a r e  two l a y e r s  of modern 
a c o u s t i c a l  t r ea tmen t .  

I n  the  newspaper coverage of t h e  many events  which took p l a c e  i n  t h i s  
room, none mention t h e  decor of t he  room. It was t y p i c a l l y  e l a b o r a t e l y  
decora ted .  A t  t he  d inne r  f o r  Theodore Roosevel t  t h e  deco ra t ions  covered 
t h e  e n t i r e  room, g i v i n g  no view of the  w a l l s .  The room was appa ren t ly  
b l and ,  and thus  w e l l  s u i t e d  f o r  decor a t i o n .  

The Banquet Ha l l  i s  almost  t h e  same s i z e  a s  t h e  Grand Lodge Room, bu t  has 
a  c e i l i n g  on ly  twenty f e e t  h igh.  The windows of t h i s  room a r e  l a r g e r  than  
those  i n  t h e  Lodge Room, making t h i s  t h e  b r i g h t e s t  room i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  
It was o r i g i n a l l y  subdiv ided  i n t o  t h r e e  spaces .  

The top  two f l o o r s  of t he  temple housed a  number o f  Masonic Lodge rooms. 
Each space was long and narrow, and was o r i e n t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t .  Most have 
s e v e r a l  anterooms o r  v e s t i b u l e s .  

The Masonic Temple was vaca ted  by t h e  Masons i n  1971-72 and was l i t t l e  
used i n  t h e  fo l lowing  decade. I n  1982, t h e  b u i l d i n g  was acqui red  by the  
Richmond Foundation f o r  t he  Ar t s  t o  s e rve  a s  an a r t  c e n t e r .  The l a r g e  
columns and simple spaces of t h e  i n t e r i o r  a r e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  w e l l  s u i t e d  
f o r  t h i s  u se .  

8 ,  SIGNIFICANCE - HISTORICfiL BACKGROINTI 

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Masonic meeting rooms, t h e  temple accommodated a  
inajor department s t o r e - -  Woodward and Lothrop-- and a  s e r i e s  of  p u b l i c  
meeting rooms and banquet  rooms. G o t t ' s  de s ign  f u l l y  exp res se s  t h e  
complex f u n c t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  w i t h  each  of t h e  func t ions  
c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d .  Rendered i n  b r i c k  and brownstone and making use  of 
t h e  powerful forms of H.  H .  Richardson 's  Romanesque, t h e  temple i s  t h e  
l a r g e s t  and most impress ive  example of t h e  s t y l e  i n  V i r g i n i a .  

The corners  tone was l a i d  w i t h  f u l l  Masonic ceremony i n  November, 1888,  
and t h e  b u i l d i n g  was t o  be completed by 1890. A f t e r  many de lays  and a  
60 pe rcen t  c o s t  over run ,  t h e  temple was tu rned  over  t o  t h e  Grand Lodge 
i n  1893. Masonic r eco rds  g ive  a  complete h i s t o r y  of t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
process  and provide  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  problems of e r e c t i n g  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  
a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  ( 3 ) .  
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The temple was g r a d u a l l y  phased i n t o  use between 1891,  when t h e  department 
s t o r e  opened,  and 1893,  when the  Grand Lodge took posses s ion .  It i m e d i a t e l y  
became a focus  of Richmond's c i v i c  and s o c i a l  l i f e ,  and was r e g u l a r l y  used 
f o r  banque t s ,  p u b l i c  meetings and b a l l s .  The most n o t a b l e  s o c i a l  even t  
accommodated i n  t h e  temple was a banquet f o r  f o u r  hundred people  i n  honor 
of P r e s i d e n t  Theodore Roosevel t  i n  1905 ( 4 ) .  

The temple was in t ended  t o  meet t h e  needs of t h e  Masons f o r  twenty- f ive  
y e a r s ;  it remained i n  r e g u l a r  Masonic use u n t i l  1971,  when most of t h e  
lodges moved t o  suburban l o c a t i o n s .  L i t t l e  used i n  t h e  1970s,  i t  was 
acqui red  i n  t h e  1980s t o  become an a r t  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  Richmond met ropol i t an  
a r e a .  Thus, t h e  temple may aga in  p lay  t h e  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  r o l e  f o r  
which i t  was in tended .  

Footnotes 

(1) P ic tu re sque  Richmond, Richmond, 1891. 

(2 )  A r t i c l e s  on G o t t ' s  works a r e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Avery Index.  

(3 )  The e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g  h i s t o r y  o f  t he  Masonic Temple i s  included i n  
Report  of Spec i a l  Committee on t h e  Masonic ~ e m b l e  Assoc i a t i on  
Adopted by t h e  Grand Lodge of V i r g i n i a  on December 25,  1899,  Richmond, 
V i r g i n i a ,  1906. This  i n c l u d e s  v e r b a t i o n  on the  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  
Grand Lodge on t h e  p r o j e c t  between 1856 and 1899. 

( 4 )  W. Asbury C h r i s t i a n ,  Richmond Her P a s t  and P r e s d n t ,  n o t e s  most major 
even t s  which took p l a c e  i n  t he  temple.  See a l s o  Richmond Dispa tch ,  
August 26, 1892. 
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